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SUMMER
READING

2021
HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

1.) Students entering grades 7-12 (with the exception of students entering AP classes)

should pick and read one book that they have not read before from the lists below.

The lists feature a wide variety of books, from war stories to romance and contemporary realism to

fantasy, written by a wide variety of authors, from books published just this year to classics. There

are graphic novels and even a podcast on the middle school list. The lists are intentionally diverse.

Take your time and find a book that fits your interests.

Content Advisory: With the wide variety of titles on the list come different levels of

maturity of content. Some books may contain elements that some readers consider to be

mature. Parents/guardians should consider their child’s taste and maturity and may wish to

pre-read their student’s book choice.

2.) New this year: The school has copies of many of the titles for students to borrow. Many

students will be able to pick out a book before leaving school before summer. Over the summer,

contact the MMHS main office to inquire about borrowing a copy.

3.) Other than for AP classes, students do not have written work to complete over the

summer. Shortly after students get back to school in the fall, non-AP students will be asked to

write an open-book, open-note essay in class in response to one of the two following prompts:

Grades 7&8

Answer the following questions in an essay with multiple paragraphs based on your summer

reading book. What is the main character's major problem or conflict? How do they respond to or

overcome that struggle? What lesson about life do they learn from that struggle? Be sure to include

specific examples and details from the story to support your ideas.

Grades 9-12

Stories must feature change and growth in order to keep their readers' interest. Identify a character

in your summer reading book who changes through the course of the story. Analyze two significant

ways in which the character changes, either mentally or physically, from beginning to end,

including what causes those changes. Be sure to include examples and details from the story to

support your ideas. Do not merely summarize the story.

Students are encouraged to take notes while reading to support their writing in the fall.

Students entering AP classes must check their school emails for a message from their teacher with

information about summer reading.

All students are expected to read and complete the assignments for their class.



Students Entering Grades 7&8

*Refugee - Alan Gratz

*Harbor Me - Jacqueline

Woodson

*I am Malala (young readers

edition) - Malala Yousafzai

*Any book from the March

series by John Lewis, Andrew

Aydin, Nate Powell - HP -🖌
*If I Ever Get Out of Here -

Eric Gansworth

*Endangered - Eliot Schrefer

*Birchbark House - Louise

Erdrich

*Crossover - Kwame Alexander

*Miles Morales: Spider-Man -

Jason Reynolds

*New Kid - Jerry Craft - HP🖌

The Book Thief - Markus Zusak

A Good Kind of Trouble - Lisa

Moore Ramée

Dogs of War - Sheila Keenan -

🖌
*Moccasin Thunder: American

Indian Stories for Today -

edited by Lori Marie Carlson

El Deafo - Cece Bell - HP/🖌
Ground Zero - Alan Gratz

The First Rule of Punk - Celia

Perez

Any book from the Track

series by Jason Reynolds

Ghost Boys - Jewell Parker

Rhodes

The Unexplainable

Disappearance of Mars Patel

(season 1) - podcast by multiple

writers -🎧
Red Queen - Victoria Aveyard

The Dragonet Prophecy

(Wings of Fire #1) - Tui

Sutherland

The Boy Who Harnessed the

Wind (young readers edition) -

William Kamkwamba, Bryan

Mealer- HP

Any book from The Maze

Runner series - James Dashner

Ready Player One or Ready

Player Two - Ernest Cline

* = The school has a limited number of copies available to borrow. Contact the main office for

information about picking up a copy.

🎧 = podcast, listen or download online, including at https://gzmshows.com/shows/listing/mars-patel/episodes/

🖌 = graphic novel

HP - Available for free at any time on Hoopla. Visit https://mmhslmc.wordpress.com/ebooks-2/ for more info.

Students Entering Grades 9-12

*The Three-Body Problem -

Cixin Liu

*The Marrow Thieves -

Cherie Dimaline

*Long Way Down - Jason

Reynolds

*They Both Die at the End -

Adam Silvera - HP

*I Am Not Your Perfect

Mexican Daughter - Erika L.

Sanchez

*The Poet X - Elizabeth

Acevedo

*House Made of Dawn - N.

Scott Momaday

*Dear Martin - Nic Stone

The Body - Stephen King

Whereas: Poems - Layli

Long Soldier

*The 57 Bus - Dashka Slater

*Born a Crime - Trevor Noah

*House of Purple Cedar -

Tim Tingle

*Native Son - Richard Wright

*I Know Why the Caged

Bird Sings - Maya Angelou

*Love, Hate, & Other

Filters - Samira Ahmed

*All American Boys - Jason

Reynolds

*Children of Blood and

Bone - Tomi Adeyemi

*The Alchemist - Paulo

Coelho

*#NotYourPrincess:Voices

of Native American

Women - Lisa Charleyboy

A Very Large Expanse of

Sea - Tahereh Mafi - HP

With the Fire On High -

Elizabeth Acevedo - HP

Loki: Where Mischief Lies -

Mackenzi Lee - HP

Circe - Madeline Miller

American Street - Ibi Zoboi

On the Come Up - Angie

Thomas

A Thousand Splendid Suns

- Khaled Hosseini

Love from A-Z - S. K. Ali

The Nickel Boys - Colson

Whitehead

Hearts Unbroken - Cynthia

Leitich Smith

**The Beekeeper of Aleppo

- Christy Lefteri

* = The school has a limited number of copies available to borrow. Contact the main office for

information about picking up a copy.

** = Applications for 2021-2022 National English Honor Society merit scholarships will be based on an essay in response

to The Beekeeper of Aleppo. NEHS members are encouraged to consider this book.

HP - Available for free at any time on Hoopla. Visit https://mmhslmc.wordpress.com/ebooks-2/ for more info.

✨✨✨HAPPY SUMMER! ENJOY YOUR READING!✨✨✨

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11342501
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/13038351
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12474832
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12474832
https://gzmshows.com/shows/listing/mars-patel/episodes/
https://mmhslmc.wordpress.com/ebooks-2/
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12457859
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/13643293
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12376975
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12454964
https://mmhslmc.wordpress.com/ebooks-2/

